
教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Lesson 3  Message of the Land

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√  ）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 8

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

1. Get the students to know the background information of the text

2. Group discussion: What does “land” mean to you? /Do you think land 
is carry secret message? What are they?

3. Key words & expressions.

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

1. Lead students to understand what’s the message of the land by 
introducing the background information

2. Usage of new words and expressions

思考题

或

作 业

1. Review the new words. 
2.Read the text again, and finish the pre-class work on page55



教学内容与组织安排

1st period：

1. Lead-in（45mins）
Teaching method: First, get Ss to know the meaning of the text. Then introduce some 
backgrounds to them. In the third place, lead Ss to learn some idioms about land. Finally, get 
them to have a group discussion: What does “land” mean to you? / Do you think land is 
carry secret message? What are they?

① Background information:
a) About the author: Pira Sudham is considered Thailand's leading English language writer, 
who was nominated for the 1990 Nobel Prize for Literature. His literary works are concerned 
with social-economic-political changes occurring in Thailand. Widely read and highly 
acclaimed, his books have given an expedient voice to the poor and the voiceless. 

b)Bangkok: is the capital and largest city of Thailand. The city is located on the east bank of 
the Chao Phraya River, near the Gulf of Thailand. Bangkok is one of the fastest-growing, 
most economically dynamic and socially progressive cities in Southeast Asia. Local people 
like to think that it is emerging as a regional centre to rival Singapore and Hong Kong, but it 
suffers from major infrastructure and social problems as a result of its rapid growth. It is also 
one of the world's most popular tourist destinations.

c)Thai  Buddhism: Everyone can hope to reach enlightenment one day but path shall be 
long. It takes many lives. Each time somebody or an animal dies, it reincarnates in something 
else. It is the endless cycle of existence. The rebirth depends on your "KARMA". If you have 
done good deeds in your life, next life will be better. If you have done bad deeds, next life 
will be harsh. Thai Buddhism is fascinating because it is mixed with older religions 
(Animism, Brahmanism) which were present before the introduction of Buddhism in 
Thailand. Nowadays the influence of the previous religions is still present.

②Idioms about land
a) land fit for heroes (to live in):
—a country, nation that can reward those who have fought in its defense with good 
conditions of life and work as civilians
[origin] This idiom comes from the words given by Loyd George (1863-1945), the English 
Prime Minister during the WWI:“What is our task? To make Britain a fit country for heroes 
to live in.”
b) land flowing with milk and honey/land of milk and honey
—a place in which life would be pleasant, with plenty of food and chances of success and 
happiness
[origin] Bible 3:8, Exodus, O.T. “… bring them up… to a land flowing with milk and 
honey…”
Note: this English idiom is equivalent to Chinese “鱼米之乡” in meaning, but different in 



cultural connotations.
c) land/house of Bondage
—Egypt: also any place or condition of great hardship or oppression
[origin] Bible
d) land of dreams
—region outside the laws of nature, as experienced in sleep or in the imagination
e) land of Nod
[origin] Bible  4:16, Genesis, O.T.
f) land of promise/promised land/land of covenant
—any state of future happiness
[origin] Bible  15:18-21, Genesis, O.T.

③ Group discussion: What does “land” mean to you? / Do you think land is carry secret 
message? What are they?

2nd period：

2. Key words and expressions(45mins)
Teaching Method: First, invite 3 to 4 students to read the new words in the glossary aloud so 
to check whether they pronounce the new words in the right way，and then lead the whole 
class to read the new words aloud altogether. Finally, invite 5 students to explain the words  
to the whole class.

⑴ condemn v.
a. to disapprove sth. or sb., esp. because you think it is morally wrong 
b. to give judgment against

Eg. Local authorities have been condemned for failing to tackle the problem of 
homelessness.
The law has been condemned as an attack on personal liberty.
He was found guilty and condemned to death.

★Word formations
a.  condemned
n.  condemnation

⑵ fertile adj.
a. (of land, plants) producing much
b. (of a person, his mind) full of ideas, plans
c. a fertile situation is one in which something can easily develop and succeed 

Eg.  This shrub likes sun and water as well as a fertile well-drained soil.
He is always fertile in new plans.
That period had made the city a fertile news 



★Word formations
n. fertility   v. fertilize   n. fertilizer  a. fertilizable   a. infertile

⑶infancy n.
a. early childhood
b. early stage of development or growth 

Eg. In the past, many children died in infancy.
He came to England in his infancy.
The research stretched from the infancy of radio broadcasting through to today. 
Genetic engineering is still in its infancy.

★Word formations
a .infantile
n. infant

⑷ litter
v.  to make untidy with scattered rubbish
n.  light rubbish (bits of paper, wrappings)

Eg. The desk was littered with papers.
I am tired of picking up litter thrown by other people.
People who drop litter can be fined in some cities.

★synonyms
Rubbish  garbage  trash

⑸ strip
n. a long narrow piece of 

Related phrases：
a blue strip of sky   一线天

strip cartoon/comic strip 报刊上的连环漫画

a strip show  脱衣舞表演

do a strip 表演脱衣舞

Gaza Strip (中东）加沙地带

landing strip 简易跑道，简易机场

a highway strip 逶迤的公路

a blue and white strip 蓝白条子球衣

tear sb. off a strip 把某人骂得体无完肤，怒斥某人



教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Lesson 3  Message of the Land

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√ ）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 2 课时

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

1. Review the important words and expressions
2. Detailed study of the text 

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

1. Understand key sentences by paraphrasing and translating

思考题

或

作  业

1. Finish exersise1 from page62 to page 64



教学内容与组织安排

3rd period:

1. Check homework one by one（15mins）
2. Detailed study of the text(75mins)
Teaching method: First, ask some students to read the paragraphs to see whether they are 
familiar with the text and try to correct their pronunciation; second, analyze the whole 
passage paragraph by paragraph; third, guide students to learn key words and expressions in 
the text by giving examples; lead them to analyze the difficult sentences by paraphrasing; 
finally, summarize what have been taught in the passage.

Part 1: The wife’s speech
(para. 1- 3) The wife tells us briefly about each member of her family and how all her 

children left. 
(para.4- 7) The farmer tells us what he thinks are the roots of all evils. He also tells us 

what joys he finds in life and in farming

●My husband moved into our house as is the way with us in Esarn.

Paraphrase:(When we got married) my husband came to live in our house. It was the 

tradition here in Esarn that the bridegroom should come to live with the bride’s 

family.

As :“as “ here introduces a defining relative clause, and functions as its subject, representing 

what is stated in the main clause.

More examples:

As is known to all, Taiwan belongs to China.

As is often the case, the boy was late for class

●The rest, two boys and two girls, went away as soon as we could afford to buy jeans 

for them: Our other children --- two boys and two girls left as soon as we had the money 

to buy them jeans.  

the rest (of sth.) : the remaining people or things; the others.

E.g. Three tall boys were asked to clean the windows; the rest of the class were to sweep the 

floor and clean the desks.

One of the books is quite difficult; the rest are easy.

Para1.



to afford sth. / to do sth. : to have enough money to buy or to do sth.  

E.g.  Quite a lot of Chinese families can afford cars.

● … and tell us that they are doing well. I know this is not always true.

Paraphrase:… although they always tell us that everything is fine with them. I know they 

also have difficulties and problems. They just do not tell us because they 

don’t want us to worry.

●It’s easier for my husband. He has ears which don’t hear, a  mouth which doesn’t 

speak, and eyes that don’t see.

Paraphrase: News about my children’s problems doesn’t make my husband as sad. He 

doesn’t bother about what is happening around us and to our children. He never 

says anything about them.

●He has always been patient and silent, minding his own life.

Paraphrase: He’s always been patient and talks little. He just cares his own life. 

●All of them remain my children in spite of their long absence.

Paraphrase: Although they are often away for a long time, I love and care about them as 

always because they are my children.

in spite of sth.: although sth. is true, 

e.g. The children went out to play in spite of the cold.

 In spite of his age, my grandpa lives an active life.

●Our piece of land is small, and it is no longer fertile, bleeding year after year, and like 

us, getting old and exhausted.

Paraphrase: Our land is getting poorer with each passing year, like us who are getting old, 

weak and tired.

year after year: every year for many years

● …. But in bad year, it’s not only the ploughs that break but our hearts too.

Para. 2

Para. 3



Paraphrase:… but when there is a drought, the land is so hard that the ploughs break. And 

we become very ,very sad.

●Only ten years ago, you could barter for things, but now it’s all cash.

Paraphrase: Just ten years ago, we could exchange one thing for another, but today we have 

to use money to get everything we need .

●Shops have sprung up, filled with colorful plastic things and goods we have no use 

for.

Paraphrase: Shops have suddenly appeared in the villages, They are filled with attractive 

plastic things and goods. But these are things we don’t need.

to spring up: to appear or develop quickly and suddenly

to be filled with sth. : to be made full of sth. 

                 e.g. The girls room is filled with playthings.

to have no use for something : to not need something.  

e.g. Our children are all gone; we have no use for this big house.

●In my day, if I were to put on a pair of trousers like they do now, lightning would 

strike me.

Paraphrase: When I was young, I surely would be punished by God if I ever wore the kind 

of trousers they wear today.

This means that in those days it was very improper for girls to wear trousers. In some Asian 

countries, to be struck by lightning is believed to be a punishment by god.

in sb.’s day : when sb. was young.

Para. 4



教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Lesson 3  Message of the Land

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√ ）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 2 课时

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

 1. Detailed discussion of the rest paragraphs

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

1. Understand key sentences by paraphrasing and translating

2. Usage of new words and expressions

思考题

或

作  业

1. Finish exercises from p64—p65, and p69-72
2.Prepare for the dictation.
3.Recite paragraphs 10-11



教学内容与组织安排

4th period:

1.Detailed analysis of the text(30mins)
Teaching method: First, analyze the text each paragraph by each paragraph by paraphrasing 
and translating. Get students to learn new words and expressions, and lead them to know how 
to paraphrase the complicated sentences; finally, summarize what have been taught in the 
passage.

Part II (8—11) Husband describes how he feels about his wife and his life.

●My eyes do see--- they see more than they should. My ears do hear---they hear more 
than is good for me.

Paraphrase: I’m not what my wife says I am. I do see and hear--- I see and hear too much 
evil, too many ugly and terrible things, things that I wish I did not have to see 
and hear. And this is not good for me. 

●I know every inch of it .: I know our land thoroughly.

●Still the land could not tie them down or call them back.
Paraphrase: My children grew up and had days on this land. But this couldn’t prevent them 

from leaving or make them return..

to tie sb. down: to restrict sb.’s freedom

●When each of them has a pair of jeans, they are off like birds on the wing.
Paraphrase: As soon as they have the chance, they just go away.

●Sickness comes and goes, and we get back on our feet again.
Paraphrase: We often fall ill, and then we are well again and able to stand up and go about 

our business.

●It’s good to smell the scent of ripening rice in November. The soft cool breeze moves 
the sheaves, which ripple and shimmer like waves of gold.

Para.8

Para.10

Para.11



Paraphrase: The ripening rice is so pleasant to smell in November. In the soft cool breeze, 
the shaves moves and shine in the sun like a golden sea.



教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Lesson 3  Message of the Land

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（ √）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 2 课时

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

1.Give keys to the exercises
2.Dictation

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

1.Usage of new words and expressions

思考题

或

作  业

1.Review the whole text.



教学内容与组织安排

5th period:

1.Give keys to the exercises and explain why(75mins)
2. Dictation(15mins)

Words: forefather, infancy, afford, bully, insult, pierce, fertile, bleed , replace, litter
fashionable, strike, shame, condemn, scarcity, lust, strip, heal ,ripen, shimmer

Phrases: now and then, mind one’s own…, in spite of , barter… for,  in rags
spring up, tend to ,give sb. a (good/… ) beating, as for , occur to , bag of bones

at peace with,  tie... down , bird/etc. on the wing, pass… on to

three sentences to paraphrase: 
① My husband moved into our house as is the way with us in Esarn.
② My eyes do see--- they see more than they should. My ears do hear---they hear more than 

is good for me.
③Sickness comes and goes, and we get back on our feet again.


